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An empirical study on effects of reading “Representative men of Japan” by Kanzo Uchimura on reduction of the vulgarity
of the masses
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Abstract
The authors’ past study focused on the effects of reading classic books such as, “Representative Men of Japan” written by Kanzo
Uchimura for reducing one’s vulgar disposition. The experiment study targeting 300 university students suggested that reading the
book has an effect of reducing readers’ vulgarity of the masses two weeks later when they have finished reading the book. In this
study, a follow-up survey was conducted to explore the continued effects from reading the book of reducing the vulgarity of the
masses. The data of the follow-up survey indicated that the continued effects were not verified for “everyone” three months after their
reading the book. Further, factors that affect on the degree of the effects of reading the book were investigated. As a result, the book’s
effects of reducing readers’ vulgarity of the masses were found to significantly depend on disciplines or environment in their child-
hood. The survey results also identified that participants who read “Representative Men of Japan” tend more to recommend the book

to others. It means reading “Representative Men of Japan” might have relevant effects to prevent massification of human being.
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Figure 1: Experimental procedure
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Table 4: “Discipline” and life circumstance in child period
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Table 5: Description of mean, standard deviation, maximum and minimum score of each scales

INES n M Min Max SD
KRR A A 299 3.14 1.59 4.94 0.62
PR R 300 3.05 1.36 5.36 0.74
B CPAZEMERE 299 3.32 1.33 6.00 0.92
FIHh A e 298 3.28 -0.29 6.14 1.24
F A fE 297 2.26 -1.00 6.25 1.55
2 LAt 300 3.76 -0.33 6.33 1.59
{=HEATE 299 4.07 0.11 6.11 0.88
I SHA 300 3.29 1.00 5.67 0.75
B e PR 300 3.37 1.63 5.00 0.64
thaE RN P RE 300 3.80 1.67 4.89 0.57
TEGE M N R E 300 2.93 1.17 5.00 0.73
thasdmrE N R 300 3.27 1.29 4.86 0.72
FRENII 2= — 32 Lol 300 5.04 1.43 7.00 0.94
HkN = R 2 = — g v - HiIEHLE 300 4.56 1.29 6.86 0.99
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Table 6: Relationship the vulgarity with each scales
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IZOWTIE, S Hl oA iEBREE

L Vb

fHlE B CPAZEME

r p r p
R (157 ** .006
H CPAZEME 157 .006
FIHh A e -.057 326 283 ** .000
I AT 274 ** .000 -.005 931
ZEAATE 149 ** 010 -.165 ** .004
{RHEATE -.104 .073 306 ** .000
I SHeA - 186 ** .001 226 ** .000
B GE M PR 046 422 182 ®* 002
thasdmik PR -.084 .145 355 ** .000
B PE N R 288 #* .000 -.009 879
thaimiE N -123 * .033 -.029 .620
FENII 2= — 32 Lol -.084 147 S411 ** .000
HN = R 2 = — 3 > - Mgy -.096 .097 -208 ** .000

T e 1% KEETHE (ifal)
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Table 7: Change in mean of vulgarity and t-test (wave 1-wave 2)

FpAE (n=71)

wave 1 (FiT1) wave2 2k 2L tfiil pE
KA 3.07 3.01 -0.05 t=-141 p=.162
BB 3.02 2.90 -0.12  t=-2.08 p=.041
B CPAZEM: 3.14 3.22 0.07 t=1.08 p=.283

FEHIEE (n=41)
wave 1 (FH11) wave2 2k

ZHED tE L p fiE

KA 3.16 321 0.04  t=0.68 p=.500
BB 3.00 3.03 0.03  t=0.45 p=.653
H L RAZEE 3.46 3.53 0.06 t=0.52 p=.608
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Figure 2: Change in mean of vulgarity (wave 1-wave 2)
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& wave 2 DRSS, BIEMES S, KOE CHZEMS
ROZNZEND RJE] _’DU‘T‘ 2 (wave 1 #3458 vs. wave 2
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bRTWo, ZORfR, HIBMEREICSWT, 2 BEHOA
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Table 8: Change in mean of vulgarity and t-test (wave 1-wave 3)

FEERRE (n=62)

wave 1 (Fii72) wave3d 2t Z{bo tfiie p i

NI
fRE P
B L PHZEN:

3.06 2.99 -0.08  t=-1.51 p=.137
3.01 2.89 -0.13 t=1.80 p=.077
3.15 3.17 0.02 t=0.23 p=.822

HEHIEE (n=38)

wave 1 (FH72) wave3 2 b tfil pfE

RN 3.17 3.01 -0.15  t=-193 p=.061
M 2.98 2.82 -0.16 t=-1.78 p=.083
H CPAZEM: 3.51 3.37 -0.14  t=-1.17 p=.251
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Figure 3: Change in mean of vulgarity (wave l-wave 3)
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Table 9: Simple liner regression analysis for difference of vulgarity scale (wave 1-wave 2)

BZES REBAER « RRVEDZE(L TERZES - iR YED L TERZES . B CPAENE DAL
B t BRUE B t BUE B tIRE
JEEREE ACHIEE ot pfit FEERRE IR ot pfE JZERRE FCHIRE ofif pfE
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L ENE A (child 22) 0.06 0.0 0 3 0 0.07 03 0.05  -0.10 38 7
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Table 10: Simple liner regression analysis for difference of vulgarity scale (wave 1-wave 3)

A $ eI« RFRVEDZEA(L RERBAEHL - B TEDZE(L RS . B O PAENE DAL
B t BRUE B t IRE B tRE
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